
The time approaches when our volunteer rota for
staffing the coop runs out! So everybody needs
to come along to this meeting with their diaries
and stick themselves on the rota for Saturday
openings, Friday deliveries or other roles, or the
Coop shall not go on. The current level of 
volunteers is too few, we need the rest of you to
make everything run smoothly! There are 
volunteer instruction packs to hand out. Bring
cake if possible, enthusiasm mandatory.

Well done everyone who already makes the
coop happen - it’s steadily becoming a collective
entreprise! We have at least 5 people who can
make Orders, 4 keyholders, an email 
administrator, a Suma driver contact, a Project
Coordinator, and dedicated open hours team!
However, most of the coordination work is still
being done by only a couple of people, and this
dependence has lead to a few messes recently. 
Last opening a misunderstanding and Gemma’s
phone battery being run down meant we didnt
receive our expected delivery, so several 
individuals have had to wait 3 openings for their
orders.Take the initiative and get involved, your 
contribution can make the process fool-proof.

Fresh Produce up date from Helen

Growing Places said we can’t have their boxes
because we have no cold storage and this would
affect the quality of their veg overnight. Plan B?
Contact another box scheme; ie. Hintlesham
Nurseries; Kemp Organics, or an agricultural
coop; ie. Eostre Organics to see whether we can
work out something with them.
Bring in your excess veg people, you must all
have marrows the size of the Airbus by now!

A new addition to the Coop stock from this 
weekend is jars of locally produced borage
honey, from Deborah Lacey. We’re experiment-
ing with the varieties of juices; Suffolk grape,
apple & ginger, and beetroot are now available! 

Number crunching
We have 115 members. Our average is now only
a few join-ups per opening, so step up the 
friendly conversions!
By the 29th we’ll have summarised our accounts
so we’ll know exactly how we’re doing financially;
whether the price structure and sales are alright.

Event s - Can you help out at these?

Saturday 8th Sept: Fun Day at W estgate 
Ward Social Club, behind Sally Ann.
Can we do catering / leaflet stall for this event?
Saturday 29th Sept: W ild Food Foraging and
Harvest Celebration, 10 - 3pm.
This ones ours! A guided expedition to learn
what plants are available to eat (plus medicinal
herbs) in our local countryside, then bring them
to the coop and cook them in a communal meal.
Diane is organising this; contact her if youre 
interested: weadsawyer@btconnect.com

Report from last meeting

At which attendance was abysmally poor!
Though the 3 of us did concoct some more 
systems; this time for Stocktaking.
We also heard from Kim of the Real Nappy
Network, who showed us how to fold terry towels
and told us the harmful effects on health of 
disposable nappies and sanitary pads. 

Call-out to Designers!

We have hordes of people skilled in or wanting
to get into design, so why am i producing all the
gumpf? You enthusiasts should be doing it! Mark
from Firebrand Media is happy to offer informal
training, and i think this could run through the
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LETS group as a skillshare because there are
others who have just qualified or have 
experience they would like to contribute.

The coop needs:

- a logo
- posters (general p aper copies and a big
banner for going over the sally ann board as
an on-the-day advert)
- headed st ationery , our logo on bags
- newsletters and other document s 
(currently made in Quark)
- various leaflet s promoting healthy 
eating /organic & faritrade foods /goods

Any member should feel comfortable offering
skills, ideas or drafts - get sketching!
Our second batch of lottery money came
through last month, including a few 
hundred for marketing and publicity, so we 
could finance something grand or get 
professional materials.

‘Ipswich Ripple CIC’, 1 19 Jovian W ay,
Ipswich, Suffolk, IP1 5A W

ipswichripplecic@googlemail.com

For Membership and Admin stuff; 
Joy - joy@bounds9307.fsworld.co.uk
For Website stuff;
admin@ipswichripplefoodcooperative.co.uk
To organise lif tshares ; 
Rona - lives in Tattingstone, 
rona@greenfootsteps.com or 328 910
Marilyn & John - live at St Leonards Rd,
Racecourse, violetonions@hotmail.co.uk or
721 952
Eileen - lives at Reading Rd, nr the hospital,
eileen.spellbound@hotmail.co.uk or 425 649
There are clusters of members in
Stow/Needham, Martlesham Heath, Shotley
peninsula, California, Chantry,
Swilland/Hemingstone. If you can offer 
transport or don’t mind being a contact for any
of these areas, email us.
To speak with other members go to the
Food Coop forum through the link on our 
website and come to the bi-monthly meetings
General Queries;
Gemma - 07816 146 567 / Helen - 07759 068
391 or h_milne14@yahoo.co.uk

How did the Food Coop
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get its funds?

We have been financially supported by Suffolk
ACRE, who gave us £720 in Community
Development Grant, as well as offering us
money training. www.suffolkacre.org.uk

The bulk of our money came through the Big
Boost Fund, a Lottery programme aimed at
'yoof', which Gemma managed to be eligible for.
They gave us just over £3000 to use as working
capital and for training and marketing - yay! 
www.thebigboost.org.uk

External funding wasn’t the be-all-and-end-all
though, because it was actually 2 members who
offered bridging loans totalling £1600 that 
physically kick-started us on 21st April. 
This is in addition to the £632 contributed in 
membership fees, proving it truly was a 
cooperative effort!

Members of the coop are involved in…
Ipswich & Gipping V alley LETS myspace.com/ipswichlets, Random Camel Housing Coop
mysp ace.com/ip swichhousingcoop, Greenpeace ipswichgreenpeace.tripod.com/campaigns.htm,
a community allotment project at Maidenhall, the Hollies allotment, Green Drinks
biothinking.com/greendrinks/index.php?country=UK&city=Ipswich, Organic Gardeners group
greenlivingcentre.org.uk/about.htm, Town & Bridge project, the East Anglian Social Forum
easf.org.uk, Centre for Alternative T echnology cat.org.uk, Ipswich W omens History Group,
Ipswich Anarchist s, Ipswich Community Radio icrfm.co.uk, Suffolk Singer Songwriters. ..


